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★  ELECTRICAL  GROUPS  DISBURSE  CASH 

★  HOME  TOWN  CONTEST  AIDS  COMPANYi 

★  R.E.A.  HAS  BUILT  8,000  RURAL  MILES 


CARRIER  CURRENT  CONTROLS  HEATERS 


ARKANSAS  ORDERS  10,000-KW.  UNIT 
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YOU’RE  ON  THE  AIR-AGAIN 


HWh]  you  heard  General  F’lectric’s  newest  radio 
program?  Truly  an  “Hour  of  Charm,”  it  is  be¬ 
ing  invited  into  a  million  American  homes  every 
Monday  afternoon.  Women  like  its  cheerful  appeal — 
its  delightful  musical  personality.  In  fact,  it’s  the  kind 
of  program  that  shouldn’t  be  interrupted,  except  to 
suggest  the  newest  ideas  on  homemaking — the  eco¬ 
nomical,  restful,  time-saving  features  of  electric  service. 

“Hour  of  Charm”  represents  General  Electric’s  seventh 
year  on  a  nation-wide  radio  program  and  our  fourteenth 
year  of  nation-wide  publicity  urging  a  more  liberal 
use  of  electric  service  in  the  home.  From  1923  to  1930, 
for  example,  practically  every  national  magazine 
carried  its  forceful  message  from  General  Electric  to 
the  housewives  of  America^ — ^like  this:  wonum 

U'ho  ironSy  or  zvasheSy  or  szveeps  by  hand  is  doing  work 


that  electricity  can  do  for  a  few  cents  an  hour.”  In 
farm  and  city  home  alike,  these  printed  salesmen 
developers  of  an  “electrical  consciousness” — carried  on, 
to  the  startling  total  of  i  ,400,000,000  pages.  Just  aboir 
100  messages  for  every  domestic  customer.  Eater  cam- 
the  wide  and  effective  promotion  of  electric  refrigerati 
and  cookery,  the  all-electric  kitchen,  the  new  “Scienc. 
of  Seeing”  (Better  Eight  —  Better  Sight),  and  th,: 
New  American  Home. 

This  kind  of  promotional  work  has  earned  for  tE 
electrical  industry  tens  of  dollars  for  every  dollar  r 
has  earned  for  General  Electric.  It  helps  us,  it  helr> 
you,  it  helps  other  manufacturers.  It  is  what  we  call  * 
extra  benefit — one  of  many  that  should  lead  you  to  pur¬ 
chase  G-E  apparatus  as  the  most  profitable  investmen 
for  your  equipment  dollar. 
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Manufacturers  and  Utilities  Join  in  Parade  of 
Distributions  to  Stockholders  and  Employees 

Artificial  influence  of  Revenue  Act  provisions  seen  operating  to  speed 
payments  —  Both  capital  and  labor  remembered — Handful  of  utilities 
present  likely  prospeets  —  Increased  earnings  no  guarantee  of  payments 


Catting  a  $3,000,000  melon,  Com- 
■onwealth  Edison  Company  and 
Pablir  Service  Company  of  Northern 
Illinois  will  pay  an  extra  dividend  of 
tl  to  stockholders  and  a  cash  bonus 
to  employees  equal  to  2  pcr  cent 
of  their  annual  salaries.  Salaries 
will  be  increased  2V^  pcr  cent  effec¬ 
tive  January  1.  North  American  has 
declared  an  extra  dividend  of  25 
rents  on  the  common  stock  and 
Southwestern  Light  &  Power  ordered 
a  payment  of  $1.75  on  arrears  of 
its  16  preferred. 


\ear-end  disbursements  announced 
this  month  by  nearly  200  companies 
totaling  over  $575,000,000  enabled 
ptneral  business  to  gain  front-page 
^pace  for  its  lavish  bestowal  of  divi- 
fipnd  and  wage  money.  At  the  same 
time  the  electrical  world  also  has  been 
foming  along  nicely. 

General  Electric  has  cut  a  $14,400,- 
ftOO  melon  in  the  form  of  an  extra 
liividend  of  50  cents,  in  addition  to 
the  25-cent  regular  dividend.  Pay¬ 
ments  to  employees  under  the  profit- 
■haring  plan  ordinarily  made  in  1937 
"'ll  be  made  December  21  and  amount 
to  6  per  cent  of  earnings.  Next  year 
®^<litional  2  per  cent  will  be  paid 
itit  of  I93f)  profits  on  the  Employees 
'Purities  (Corporation  bonds, 
decent  disbursements  by  other  elec¬ 


trical  manufacturing  companies  in¬ 
clude:  Allis-Chalmers  Manufacturing 
Company,  extra  dividend  of  50  cents 
in  addition  to  a  quarterly  disburse¬ 
ment  of  37  1/2  cents  a  share,  both 
payable  on  December  24  to  stockhold¬ 
ers  of  record  of  November  30;  Cutler- 
Hammer,  Inc.,  bonus  payments  total¬ 
ing  $225, (XM)  on  December  10  to  em¬ 
ployees  on  the  payroll  as  of  November 
4;  General  Cable,  payment  of  $7  in 
dividends  against  arrears  on  the  pre¬ 
ferred  stock;  Weston  Electrical  Instru¬ 
ment,  dividend  of  60  cents  on  com¬ 
mon,  an  increase  of  45  cents  over  the 
rate  paid  on  March  2,  this  year;  Black 
&  Decker  Manufacturing  Company, 
Christmas  bonus,  December  1,  in  the 
form  of  two  weeks  extra  salary. 

Some  utility  bright  spots 

Numerous  instances  are  seen  or 
scented  of  favorable  financial  action 
by  utilities  and  the  employee-stock¬ 
holder  may  be  twice  blessed.  The  di¬ 
rectors  of  Niagara  Hudson  Power  Cor¬ 
poration  declared  today  a  dividend  of 
40  cents  a  share  on  the  corporation’s 
common  stock,  payable  December  15, 
1936,  to  holders  of  record  at  the  close 
of  business  on  November  30,  1936. 
This  dividend  disbursement  will  be 
the  first  made  by  the  corporation  since 
March  31,  1933.  The  operating  com¬ 


panies  of  the  Niagara  Hudson  System 
recently  announced  a  5  per  cent  wage 
increase  to  all  employees  receiving  less 
than  $2,600  per  annum,  to  become  ef¬ 
fective  November  30,  1936. 

Pacific  Lighting  has  already  de¬ 
clared  an  extra  of  30  cents  and  Con¬ 
solidated  Edison  one  of  25  cents. 

Stone  &  Webster  stockholders  will 
vote  December  7  on  a  proposal  to  re¬ 
duce  capital  from  $50,0(X),000  to 
$20,000,000. 

Engineers  Public  Service  Company 
common,  held  by  Stone  &  Webster  to 
the  tune  of  1,749,148  shares,  would  be 
carried  somewhere  around  market 
value  of  $12  per  share  instead  of  $30. 
“The  result  of  the  reduction  of  capi¬ 
tal,”  said  the  company,  “will  be  to 
place  the  directors  in  a  position  to 
proceed  with  the  contemplated  divi¬ 
dend  action  before  the  end  of  the 
year.” 

American  Power  &  Light  is  paying 
regularly  quarterly  dividends  on  $6 
and  $5  preferred  on  December  18  in¬ 
stead  of  during  January,  as  is  cus¬ 
tomary.  Patently  this  change  in  pay¬ 
ment  is  to  avoid  company  taxation. 

The  Stone  &  Webster  example  above 
is  but  one  showing  the  effect  of  the 
surplus  tax  bill  on  disbursements,  as 
outlined  previously  in  Electrical 
World,  June  27,  1936,  page  3.  So 
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many  utility  companies  lack  “undis¬ 
tributed  earnings”  that  they  need  not 
worry  about  taxes  from  this  source. 

However,  in  addition  to  Stone  & 
Webster  and  Niagara  Hudson  among 
exceptions  to  the  general  situation  may 
he  United  Corporation,  Federal  Light 
&  Traction,  Commonwealth  Edison, 
Public  Service  of  Northern  Illinois, 
Detroit  Edison  and  North  American. 

Niagara  Hudson’s  resumption  of 
dividends  with  a  40-cent  payment  will 
put  almost  $800,000  in  the  coffers  of 
United  Corporation.  The  latter  owns 
also  988,271  shares  of  Public  Service 
of  New  Jersey  common  and  the  20- 
cent  extra  means  $108,000  or  so  extra 
for  United. 

Federal  Light  &  Traction,  solely  on 
the  basis  of  reported  earnings,  may  be 
a  candidate  for  resumption  of  divi¬ 
dends.  It  has  been  reporting  $2.59 
per  share  (September  30,  1936)  and 
$2.07  (September  30,  1935). 

Commonwealth  Edison  is  earning 
$6.50  a  year  and  paying  out  $4.  Pub¬ 
lic  Service  of  Northern  Illinois  is 
earning  more  than  double  its  pay¬ 
ments  so  far  this  year.  For  the  year 
ended  September  30  it  reported  $3.82, 
has  paid  to  date  this  year  $1.50. 

Detroit  Edison  for  the  year  ended 
October  31  reported  net  of  $11,194,- 
521  after  all  charges,  including  the 
surtax  on  undistributed  earnings.  This 
amounts  to  $8.80  per  share  on  1,272,- 
260  shares  of  capital  stock  outstand¬ 
ing,  compared  to  $5.34  (adjusted)  last 
year. 

North  American  reported  $1.60  for 
the  year  ended  September  30  com¬ 
pared  to  $1.23  a  year  ago  whereas 
dividend  payment  rate  is  $1. 

Earnings  not  sole  guide 

There  is  no  intention  here  to  infer 
simply  because  a  utility  is  reporting 
increased  earnings  that  cash  dividends 
will  be  initiated,  resumed  or  increased. 
(For  latest  summary  of  earnings  see 
Electrical  World,  October  31, 1936, 
page  16). 

Assuming  an  operating  company’s 
earnings  arc  increasing,  its  undis¬ 
tributed  earnings  subject  to  Revenue 
Act  provisions  would  be  influenced  by 
changes  in  construction  budget  cash 
requirements,  wage  scales,  salary 
levels,  taxes,  depreciation  accruals, 
reserve  accounts,  interest  rates  due  to 
refunding,  funded  debt  and  unpaid 
dividends  on  cumulative  preferreds — 
items  which  are  of  primary  impor¬ 
tance. 


Home  Town  Contest  Assists 
Domestie  Load  Building  Program 

Merchandise  sales  for  1936  will  approach  $25  per  customer _ 

Revenue  estimated  to  he  about  $40 —  Ten-year  record  of  load  building 


Fruits  of  ten  years  of  appliance 
merchandising  by  Georgia  Power 
Company  were  described  this  week  by 
Charles  A.  Collier,  vice-president 
Georgia  Power  Company,  as  reported 
in  the  New  York  Herald-Tribune. 

Effect  of  the  Home  Town  Electrical 
Contest  is  implied  by  Mr.  Collier’s 
statement  that  the  company’s  mer¬ 
chandise  sales  in  1936  will  be  ap¬ 
proximately  $25  per  customer  or 
eight  times  the  weighted  average  sales 
of  three-quarters  of  the  utility  indus¬ 
try  (See  Electrical  World,  Septem¬ 
ber  12,  1936,  page  55).  Average  an¬ 
nual  domestic  use  on  the  system  was 
increased  from  1,011  kw.-hr.  to  1,161 
kw.-hr.,  an  improvement  of  150  kw.-hr 
per  year,  and  at  the  year  end,  usage  is 
expected  to  average  1,185  kw.-hr.  De¬ 
tails  of  the  contest  results  are  expected 
to  be  available  very  soon. 

Residential  revenues  are  expected  to 
reach  $5,440,000  for  1936,  Mr.  Collier 
stated,  an  increase  of  $611,400,  or  12.7 
per  cent. 

Steady  load  building 

Ten  years  ago  more  than  44  per 
cent  of  the  customers  utilized  less  than 
20  kw.-hr.  per  month.  The  first  sales 
program  was  undertaken  and  during 
1927  between  $26  and  $27  of  mer¬ 
chandise  per  domestic  customer  was 
sold. 

Usage  increased  from  1930,  when 
the  average  domestic  consumption  was 


675  kw.-hr.,  respectively  to  805,  803. 
888,  1038  and  by  1936  to  1136  kw.-hr. 

Annual  revenues  per  domestic  cus¬ 
tomer  were  $38.68  in  1930.  In  1936, 
assuming  the  average  rate  approxi¬ 
mates  3.40  cents,  revenue  will  equal 
$40.30.  Thus  the  average  domestic 
rate  has  been  decreased  since  1930 
from  5.73  cents  to  about  3.40  cents 
and  yet  revenue  per  domestic  customer 
has  been  increased  $1.62  per  year. 

Minimum  use  improvement 

Stressing  again  the  fact  that  Georgia 
Power  Company  was  engaged  in  load 
building  long  before  the  advent  of 
T.V.A.,  Mr.  Collier  cited  small-use 
figures. 

The  44  per  cent  figure,  given  above 
for  20  kw.-hr.-and-less  customers,  was 
reduced  by  1932  to  26  per  cent.  In 
1926,  43  per  cent  of  the  customers 
were  in  the  20-50  kw.-hr.  bracket, 
whereas  by  1932  only  36  per  cent  were 
so  classified. 

In  1926  only  3  per  cent  were  in  the 
100-200  kw.-hr.  bracket,  and  by  1932 
the  percentage  had  been  increased  to 

ll.  Only  three-quarters  of  1  per  cent 
of  the  customers  in  1926  used  over  200 

kw. -hr.,  whereas  in  1932  the  number 
was  6  per  cent,  Mr.  Collier  said. 

Currently,  the  company  is  engaged 
in  a  merchandising  campaign  and  up 
to  November  2  had  sold  and  had  in¬ 
stalled  1,228  ranges  and  897  water 
heaters,  71  per  cent  of  quota. 
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DETROIT  EDISON  GOES  GLASS  BLOCK— Under  construction  bv  Detroit 
Edison  is  the  new  service  building  shown  in  architects*  drawing.  ^  oils  arc 
to  be  of  glass  block  and  terra  cotta.  There  are  no  windows,  due  to  complete 
air  conditioning  for  heating,  ventilation  and  summer  cooling 
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Estimates  Show  R.E.A.  Constructed 
8,000  Miles,  Expending  $2,725,062 

Exclusive  analysis  shows  loan  contracts  executed  for  various  projects 
and  amounts  expended  on  the  project  as  reported  hy  the  borrower 

From  the  W ashington  Bureau  of  Electrical  World 


it  is  not  yet  possible  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  exact  mileage  of  lines  to  be 
constructed  under  the  sponsorship  of 
the  Rural  Electrification  Administra¬ 
tion  during  1936,  an  estimate  of  8,000 
miles  will  be  very  close  to  the  final 
answer.  This  figure  refers  to  lines 
completed  and  energized;  allotments 
so  far  approved  already  cover  32,000 
miles,  but  the  bulk  of  this  construction 
will  extend  beyond  the  end  of  the 
current  year.  Projects  approved  dur¬ 
ing  the  latter  part  of  1935  are  also 
included,  since  none  of  these  was  com¬ 
pleted  until  1936. 

The  accompanying  table  gives  ac¬ 
tual  cost  figures  in  so  far  as  they  are 
now  available.  It  includes  only  lines 


now  under  construction  and  already 
energized,  or  due  to  be  before  the  end 
of  this  year.  It  should  be  noted,  how¬ 
ever  that  the  costs  are  not,  as  a  rule, 
complete  in  that  the  items  of  over¬ 
head,  engineering  supervision,  and 
sometimes  meters  and  transformers, 
are  omitted.  The  figures  given  are  as 
reported  by  the  borrower,  who  is  free 
to  divide  contracts  into  such  units  as 
may  seem  suitable.  Mileage  included 
in  the  table  totals  about  6,000;  addi- 
.tional  reports  received  during  the  next 
two  months  are  expected  to  raise  this 
total  to  8,000. 

In  each  case  the  first  line  of  figures 
under  each  project  refers  to  the  orig¬ 
inal  loan  contract,  based  upon  esti¬ 


mates.  The  second  line  of  figures  is 
the  result  of  actual  bids.  Large  con¬ 
tracts  are  customarily  split  up  into  a 
number  of  units  and  all  contracts  are 
subject  to  minor  variations  in  mile¬ 
age,  number  of  customers,  etc.,  dur¬ 
ing  construction. 

Except  for  small  advances  to  cover 
administration  costs,  R.E.A.  does  not 
customarily  pay  any  money  to  the 
local  project  managements  until  the 
completion  of  the  line  and  its  accep¬ 
tance.  For  this  reason  the  amount 
actually  expanded  by  R.E.A.  as  of  last 
month  was  only  $2,725,062,  although 
approved  allocations  totaled  $35,578,- 
178  on  October  30. 


Large  Sales  Gain 
by  General  Electric 

“Indications  are  that  the  General 
Electric  Company  will  finish  1936 
with  its  volume  of  orders  38  to  40 
millions  ahead  of  its  estimate  of  250 
millions,”  said  Matthew  0.  Troy, 


Line  Construction  Cost  Table  On  R.E.A.  Distribution  Line  Projects 


Loan  contracts  are  awarded  on  the  basis  of  unit  assemblies.  Cost  figures  used  in  this  table  are  therefore  estimates  based  on  the  number 
of  miles  and  customers  shown.  “Total  Cost”  figures  are  actual  results  and  include  meters,  transformers,  etc.,  unless  otherwise  noted. 


Project 


Miles  Customers 


Florida? .  184.6  455 

33.0  123 
12.8  54 
15.3  45 
5.2  45 


Amount 

$164,500.00 

29,913.49 

13,760.59 

12,887.94 

6,338.22 


Explanation 

Loan  contract;  force  acct. 
1st  section;  total  cost 
2nd  section;  total  cost 
3rd  section;  total  cost 
4th  section;  total  cost 


Project 


Miles  Customers 


Amount 


Ohio  1 .  903.0 

193 

270 

440 


3,620  $1,199,000.00 


690 

1,005 

1,925 


201,492.00 

243,810.00 

407,265.25 


Explanation 
Tx>an  contract 
Miami  County 
Shelby  County 
Champaign  County 


Georgia  16 . 

99.1 

29.5 

16.0 

35.7 

21.3 

663 

186 

68 

23 

73 

109,200.00 

27,110.15 

12,028.19 

29,142.96 

14,161.56 

Loan  contract;  force  acct. 
1st  section;  total  cost 

2nd  section;  total  cost 

3rd  section;  total  cost 

4th  section;  total  cost 

Ulinoii  7 . . . 

70.0 

173 

60,000.00 

49,396.85 

Loan  contract 

Entire  project;  no  meters 

Indiana  6 . 

587.0 

160.0 

2,200 

600 

567,926.00 

134,320.00 

Loan  contract 

Ist  section;  no  meters 

Idaho  4. . . 

40.0 

250 

54,000.00 

41,244.55 

Loan  contract 

Entire  project;  total  cost 

Iowa  6 . 

2.6 

50 

5,616.50 

Total  cost 

Iowa  9 . 

330.0 

235.0 

1,100 

379- 

330,000.00 

260,896.82 

Loan  contract 

Ist  section;  no  meters 

Kentucky  1 

38.7 

12.6 

360 

77 

71,700.00 

12,226.83 

Loan  contract 

1st  section;  meters 

Minnesota  15. 

33.3 

74 

30,000.00 

21,935.04 

24,868.54 

Loan  contract 

Ent.  project;  no  meters 
Ent.  project;  total  cost 

Minnesota  3 

420.0 

120.0 

63.3 

1,400 

310 

190 

450,000.00 

111,646.65 

63,950.62 

Loan  contract 

Ist  section;  meters 

2nd  section;  no  meters 

Minnesota  5  . 

100.0 

33.8 

300 

100,000.00 

28,763.64 

Loan  contract 

1st  section;  no  meters 

Minnesota  18. 

56.0 

168 

50,000.00 

49,233.91 

I.oan  contract 

Ent.  project;  no  meters 

Minnesota  25 

526.0 

110.0 

2,470 

600,000.00 

90,578.44 

Loan  contract 

1st  section;  no  meters 

Musiseippi  1 . .  . . 

55.3 

300 

81,000.00 

66,740.90 

Loan  contract 

Ent.  project;  meters 

Nebraska  7 . 

450.0 

1,100 

440,000.00 

366,597.00 

Loan  contract 

Ent.  project;  meters 

South  Carolina  9, 

511.0 

165.0 

2,128 

564 

542,328.00 

116,259.00 

Loan  contract 

1st  section;  no  meters 

_ 

210.0 

867 

156,032.65 

2nd  section;  no  meters 

Ohio  31 . 

221 

726 

269,000.00 

227,439.23 

Loan  contract 

Ent.  project;  no  meters 

Ohio  56 . 

372.0 

1,644 

478,000.00 

346,988.22 

Loan  contract 

Ent.  project;  no  meters 

Virginia  22 . 

406.0 

1,511 

366,800.00 

Loan  contract 

64.0 

230 

79,356.12 

1st  sec.;  no  meters.  Sbst. 

254.0 

700 

190,667.13 

2d  sec. ;  no  meters 

Wisconsin  31 . 

232.0 

700 

254,000.00 

172,701.23 

Loan  contract 

Ent.  project;  no  meters 

Wisconsin  33 . 

329.0 

777 

250,000.00 

202,675.59 

Loan  contract 

Ent.  project;  no  meters 

Alabama  9 . 

51.4 

238 

65,000.00 

43,390.16 

Loan  contract 

Ent.  project;  no  meters 

Iowa  18 . 

40.0 

118 

45,000.00 

37,994.99 

Loan  contract 

Ent.  project;  no  meters 

Minnesota  37 . 

190.0 

442 

171,000.00 

Loan  contract 

46.0 

132 

51,362.25 

1st  sec.;  largely  3-phase 

North  Carolina  15. 

295.3 

1,535 

310,000.00 

Loan  contract 

77.0 

220 

70,609.60 

1st  section;  no  meters 

Pennsylvania  44. . . 

375.0 

1,433 

400,000.00 

Loan  contract 

128.0 

623 

114,079.47 

Ist  section;  no  meters 

Nebraska  44 

.  Cass . 

380.0 

1,160 

363,000.00 

Loan  contract  * 

380.9 

1,160 

342,991.05 

Ent.  project;  no  meters 

Nebraska  1 

idcotts  Ulufl . . . . 

161.0 

430 

195,000.00 

Loan  contract  , 

Nebraska  2 

161.5 

430 

152,705.53 

Ent.  project;  no  meters 

Scotts  Bluff . 

37.0 

105 

45,000.00 

Loan  contract 

38.4 

126 

39,163.79 

Ent.  project;  no  meters 

Minnesota  4 

Lake . 

60.0 

263 

60,000.00 

Loan  contract  i 

56.0 

283 

42,599.43 

Ent.  project;  no  meters 

Texas  21 

Milam . 

361.0 

1,400 

452,000.00 

Loan  contract  (generating 

361.0 

1,200 

252,595.61 

eqp.)  Ent.  project;  no 
meters 

Indiana  14 

Shelby . 

404.0 

1,200 

443,000.00 

Loan  contract 

409.0 

1,235 

347,274.27 

Ent.  project;  no  meters 
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Arkansas  Power  Adds  10,000  Kw. 

Power  consumption  steadily  increasing,  says  President  Couch,  an* 
nouncing  Little  Rock  plant  additions  costing  half  million  dollars 
— Turbines,  boilers,  switches  and  other  equipment  involved 


manager  of  G.E.’s  central  station  de¬ 
partment. 

Mr.  Troy  was  speaking  at  the  third 
annual  meeting  of  the  transformer 
specialists’  conference,  held  near  Pitts¬ 
field.  Mass. 

• 

Complete  Returns  on 
Washington  State 

Complete  election  returns  from  the 
state  of  Washington  not  available  for 
the  news  report  contained  in  Elec¬ 
trical  World,  November  14,  page  5, 
reveal  that  out  of  22  counties’  utility 
districts  voted  upon  thirteen  carried 
and  nine  were  defeated. 

Those  acted  upon  favorably  were: 
Pacific,  Lewis,  Wahkiakum  and  Cow¬ 
litz,  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the 
state;  Whatcom,  Skagit,  Snohomish. 
Okanogan,  Chelan  and  Kittitas,  in  the 
central,  and  Lincoln,  Stevens  and 
Pend  Oreille  in  the  northeast. 

Those  defeated  were:  Clallam, 
Giays  Harbor,  Thurston,  Clark  and 
Skamania,  in  the  west;  Douglas 
and  Yakima,  in  the  central,  and 
Walla  Walla  and  Columbia,  in 
the  southeast.  Three  districts  are  in 
existence,  having  been  established  by 
the  1934  vote.  These  are  Mason 
County  in  the  west  and  Benton  and 
Franklin  in  the  south  central  part  of 
the  state.  There  has  been  no  public 
utility  district  proposal  in  the  other 
fourteen  counties. 


The  Arkansas  Power  &  Light  Com¬ 
pany  will  spend  $500,000  increasing 
the  generating  capacity  of  its  central 
power  station  in  Little  Rock  10,000 
kw.,  Harvey  C.  Couch,  president  of 
the  company,  has  announced. 

Present  generating  capacity  is 
15,000  kw.  and  present  demand  is  ap¬ 
proximately  12,000  kw.,  Mr.  Couch 
said.  Approval  of  plans  for  installa¬ 
tion  of  the  new  generating  unit  has 
been  given  by  Chairman  Frank  R. 
McNinch  of  the  Federal  Power  Com¬ 
mission. 

“Our  desire  to  be  always  ready  to 
help  build  Arkansas  prompts  us  to 
make  these  improvements  at  the  Little 
Rock  plant,”  Mr.  Couch  advised 
Electrical  World.  “We  intend  to 
be  prepared  to  furnish  whatever 
power  is  needed  for  expansion  of 
present  industries  or  for  new  indus¬ 
tries  that  come  to  Arkansas.” 

Mr.  Couch  said  that  the  consump¬ 
tion  of  power  is  increasing  steadily 
and  is  evidence  of  prosperity  in  the 
state.  The  Little  Rock  plant  is  part 
of  the  interconnected  system  which 
includes  the  100,000  kw.  capacity 
plant  at  Sterlinton,  La.;  plants  at 
Memphis,  Pine  Bluff  and  near  Hope, 


and  the  hydro-electric  plants  at  Rem- 
mel  and  Carpenter  dams. 

It  was  estimated  that  of  the  $500,- 
000  to  be  spent  in  installing  turbines, 
boilers,  switches  and  other  equipment 
at  the  Little  Rock  plant  $100,000  will 
go  for  local  labor  and  $50,000  for 
locally  purchased  materials.  Work 
will  start  at  once  and  will  be  com¬ 
pleted  by  June  1,  1937,  Mr.  Couch 
said. 

• 

What  Will  Be  Result 
of  Major  Legal  Cases 

No  decisions  were  handed  down  by 
the  Supreme  Court  this  week  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  two  important  utility  mat¬ 
ters  now  pending  before  it. 

Speculation  as  to  the  outcome  is 
lively,  however.  In  the  more  important 
utility  circles  it  is  expected  that  the 
P.W.A.  -  Duke  Power  -  Buzzard  Roost 
case  will  be  remanded  to  the  lower 
court;  that  is,  sent  back  with  the  pre¬ 
vious  decision  to  stand.  This  would 
be  a  victory  for  every  public  utility 
company  threatened  with  P.W.A.  com¬ 
petition. 

As  to  the  North  American  and 


SECOND  SAFETY  EDUCATIONAL  HIGHW  AY — Sixty-six  new  luminaires  designed  by  General  Electric,  eqiiipp®** 
with  4,000-lumen,  6.6-amp.  bar- filament,  bi-post  street  series  lamps,  illuminate  Ohio's  second  safety  educational 
highway,  opened  this  month.  This  is  Dixie  Highway,  north  of  Dayton 
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American  Water  Works  case,  testing 
the  constitutionality  of  the  Holding 
Company  Act,  leading  opinion  is  that 
the  Supreme  Court  will  order  removed 
the  barriers  to  progress  of  the  cases 
set  up  at  the  behest  of  the  govern¬ 
ment.  Reason  for  this  opinion  is  that 
the  issues  raised  by  North  American 
and  American  Water  Works  will  not 
be  tested  in  the  hand-picked  Bond  & 
Share  case,  it  was  said. 

The  Bond  &  Share  ^ase  is  not  before 
the  Supreme  Court.  Hearings  have 
been  held  before  Federal  Judge  Julian 
W.  Mack  in  New  York,  with  the  gov¬ 
ernment  asking  a  ruling  on  the  regis¬ 
tration  provisions  only  and  Bond  & 
Share  counsel  contending  that  the  en¬ 
tire  act  must  properly  be  considered. 
Any  appeal  of  this  case  might  be  di¬ 
rectly  to  the  Supreme  Court. 


California  Edison 
Rescues  Gross 

Loss  of  wholesale  revenue  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  severance  from  a 
Southern  California  Edison  Company 
system  of  the  wholesale  loads  of  the 
cities  of  Los  Angeles,  Pasadena,  Glen¬ 
dale  and  Burbank,  through  taking 
power  from  Boulder  Dam,  has  been 
compensated  for  by  increased  direct 
sales  to  consumers,  old  and  new,  at 
retail  rates,  states  Harry  J.  Bauer, 
president.  The  Edison  company  load¬ 
building  program  for  the  coming 
months,  however,  calls  for  the  aug¬ 
mented  continuation  of  present  efforts. 
Special  emphasis  will  be  placed  on 
further  electrification  of  industries  as 
well  as  the  greater  development  of  the 
all-electric  home  program. 

Kilowatt-hour  consumption  by  the 
domestic  customers  of  the  Exlison  com¬ 
pany  has  increased  from  723  to  791 
per  customer  per  year  during  the 
past  twelve  months,  Mr.  Bauer  stated. 
The  national  average  now  is  712  kw.- 
br.,  whereas  a  year  ago  the  national 
figure  was  662  kw.-hr.,  it  is  said. 

The  intensified  sales  promotion 
program  looking  forward  to  the  com¬ 
pany  s  participation  in  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  power  from  Boulder  Dam  has 
proved  effective.  When  we  began  our 
sales  promotion  after  we  assumed  the 
obligation  of  distributing  approxi¬ 
mately  one-quarter  of  the  total 
houlder  Dam  output  the  average  an¬ 
nual  domestic  consumption  on  our 
lines  was  702  kw.-hr.,”  Mr.  Bauer 
said. 


Use  Carrier  Current  to  Control 
Domestic  Water  Heating  Load 

Idaho  Power  now  disconnects  electric  water  heaters  as  daily  peak 
approaches  —  System  considered  feasible  for  400  or  more  heaters 


Five  hundred  electric  water  heaters 
served  by  the  Boise  division  of  Idaho 
Power  Company  are  now  controlled 
by  a  recently  installed  carrier-current 
system  which  provides  for  disconnec¬ 
tion  of  the  consumer’s  water  heater 
just  before  the  daily  peak  is  reached. 

The  accompanying  picture  shows 
Kinsey  Robinson,  president  of  Idaho 
Power  Company,  at  the  control  panel 
for  his  carrier-current  installation. 

Approximately  500  of  the  7,000 
water  heaters  on  the  Idaho  Power 
Company  system  are  now  operating 
on  an  off-peak  basis,  controlled  by 
carrier  current.  Plans  are  to  increase 
the  number  of  controlled  water  heat¬ 
ers  to  1,200  by  early  next  year. 

Mr.  Robinson  states  that  carrier- 
current  control  is  feasible  if  400  or 
more  water  heaters  are  to  be  con¬ 
trolled  (Electrical  World,  Novem¬ 
ber  21,  1936,  page  62).  One  button 
for  each  feeder  is  pushed  as  the  daily 
peak  is  approached  and  the  water 
heating  load  removed  instantly  from 
the  feeders. 

The  daily  load  curve  of  Idaho 
Power  shows  two  peaks,  one  at  noon 
and  another  before  supper,  it  is  said. 
The  year’s  peak  occurs  at  noon  in  the 


summer,  when  irrigation  is  at  its 
highest  level. 

Domestic  use  exceeds  1,350  kw.- 
hr.  per  year,  according  to  reports,  al¬ 
most  half  of  the  customers  cook  elec¬ 
trically  and  about  one-fifth  of  them 
use  electric  water  heaters. 


Northern  States 
Power  to  Register 

“A  year  ago  when  the  Public  Util¬ 
ity  Act  of  1935  went  into  effect,” 
Robert  F.  Pack,  president  and  general 
manager  Northern  States  Power  Com¬ 
pany,  said:  “my  directors  and  I  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  best  interests  of  the 
company  would  be  served  by  not  reg¬ 
istering.  Now,  however,  I  am  of  a 
different  opinion.” 

Mr.  Pack  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  litigation  regarding  constitution¬ 
ality  of  the  act  has  been  in  the  courts 
for  more  than  a  year  and  that  com¬ 
plete  tests  of  the  validity  of  the  act 
will  not  be  made  for  some  time. 

“I  have  had  the  opportunity  to  ob¬ 
serve  the  kind  of  regulation  which  the 
Securities  and  Exchange  Commission 
typifies  in  administering  the  act,”  Mr. 


WATER  HEATING  LOAD  TAKEN  OFF  PEAK— Kinsey  Robinson,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Idaho  Power  Company,  disconnects  domestic  water  heaters  on  each 
feeder  of  the  Boise  substation  by  pushing  one  of  these  carrier-current 
control  buttons  on  the  panel 
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Pack  continued,  “and  I  am  confident 
that  my  company  will  be  granted  the 
same  high  standard  of  consideration 
and  sensible  regulation, 

“We  shall,  of  course,  in  registering 
reserve  all  our  constitutional  rights.” 

Immunity  from  death  sentence? 

Comment  in  other  systems  ran  that 
reservation  of  constitutional  rights 
would  require  nimble  action  because 
so  many  regulations  become  effective 
automatically  when  registration  takes 
place.  In  all  probability,  it  was 
said,  Northern  States  is  considering 
refunding  operations,  for  example,  on 
its  $34,000,000  of  5  and  6  per  cent 
first  and  refunding  bonds.  Bankers, 
in  such  a  case,  it  was  said,  might  wish 
the  company  to  have  an  understanding 
with  S.E.C.  in  view  of  its  financial- 
regulation  powers  under  both  the  Util¬ 
ity  Act  and  the  1933  S.E.C.  act. 

More  than  that.  Northern  States  (of 
Minnesota)  has  about  nineteen  sub¬ 
sidiaries  and  is  “a  holding  company 
within  a  holding  company.”  None  of 
the  securities  of  these  subsidiaries, 
however,  are  outstanding  in  the  hands 
of  the  public.  Furthermore,  the  com¬ 
pany  could  readily  be  considered  to 
be  geographically  integrated  due  to 
property  locations  in  Wisconsin  and 
Minnesota,  and  thus  immune  at  least 
from  Section  11b  of  the  “death  sen¬ 
tence.” 


gram;  ideas  on  the  farm  wiring  job; 
results  of  some  irrigation  studies;  ap¬ 
plying  electricity  to  seed  corn  drying; 
rural  electrification  trends  in  Europe, 
and  the  electrification  of  a  dairy  farm. 


giams,  showing  the  results  in  sales 
and  the  effect  upon  energy  sales. 

The  following  officers  were  elect¬ 
ed:  President,  Ralph  Neumiller,  exec¬ 
utive  vice-president  Electrical  Associa¬ 
tion  of  New  York;  vice-president. 
George  R.  Conover,  managing  director 
Electrical  Association  of  Philadel¬ 
phia;  treasurer,  A.  A.  Gray,  manager 
The  Electric  Association  of  Chicago, 
and  secretary,  0.  C.  Small,  director 
Business  Development  Department. 
N.E.M.A. 


Leagues  Discuss 
Market  Promotion 

Load  development  through  co 
ordinated  and  directed  market 


promo¬ 
tion  was  the  focal  point  of  the  discus¬ 
sion  at  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the 
International  Association  of  Electrical 
Leagues,  held  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  No¬ 
vember  20  and  21.  J.  E.  North,  presi¬ 
dent  Electrical  League  of  Cleveland, 
presided. 

The  prepared  addresses  and  the 
case  experiences  reported  indicated  a 
widespread  promotional  activity  with 
marked  results. 

In  opening  the  meeting,  E.  G.  Craw¬ 
ford,  president  of  the  Cleveland  Elec¬ 
tric  Illuminating  Company,  pointed 
out  that  with  increasing  operating 
costs  any  marked  improvement  in  util¬ 
ity  earnings  must  come  from  greater 
sales  volume. 

Kitchen  modernization,  electrical 
housewares,  better  light — better  sight 
and  adequate  wiring  were  the  prin¬ 
cipal  activities  discussed  by  national 
and  local  speakers.  Every  speaker  in¬ 
dicated  the  progress  of  these  pro- 


Public  Has  Interest 
in  Utility  Industry 

At  the  opening  session  of  the  New 
Jersey  Utilities  Association  in  Atlantic 
City,  on  November  20,  John  A.  Rig¬ 
gins  of  Haddonfield,  president  of  tb' 
association,  charged  that  the  govern¬ 
ment,  through  the  use  of  disguised 
propaganda  of  the  worst  sort,  was  at¬ 
tacking  the  public  utilities,  in  which 
more  than  half  the  people  of  the  coun¬ 
try  have  a  direct  or  indirect  interest. 

The  public  is  interested  in  this  in¬ 
dustry,  Mr.  Riggins  said,  through  sav¬ 
ings  deposits,  insurance  policies  and 
in  other  ways,  as  well  as  direct  owner¬ 
ship  of  utility  stock.  He  added  that 
government  publications  say  that 
city-owned  plants  have  brought  lower 
electric  rates. 

“Municipal  plants  were  gradually 
disappearing  under  the  pressure  of 
economic  facts  until  recently,”  Mr. 
Riggins  said.  “The  issue  has  more 
powerful  backing  now,  but  economic 
facts  are  as  potent  as  ever  and  will 
emerge  to  point  to  a  solution.  H 
great  power  developments,  beyond 
private  capacity,  for  generation  are 
economically  sound,  they  will  prevail. 
If  private  distribution  of  the  product 
of  such  great  projects  is  right,  it  will 
prevail.” 


A.S.A.E.  to  Hold 
Winter  Meeting 

Agricultural  engineers  from  all 
over  the  United  States  and  from  the 
agricultural  provinces  of  Canada  will 
assemble  at  the  Stevens  Hotel  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  November  30  to  December  4, 
to  participate  in  the  winter  meeting 
of  the  American  Society  of  Agricul¬ 
tural  Engineers — five  days  of  over¬ 
lapping  technical  sessions  of  the 
society’s  four  technical  divisions  on 
farm  power  and  machinery,  farm 
structures,  rural  electrification  and 
soil  and  water  conservation. 

Subjects  on  the  Rural  Electric  di¬ 
vision  program  for  presentation  and 
discussion  include  looking  ahead  in 
rural  electrification;  the  electrification 
of  a  fruit  farm;  the  challenge  of  rural 
electrification  to  the  agricultural  engi¬ 
neer;  building  on  rural  lines;  eco¬ 
nomic  rural  line  construction  prac¬ 
tices;  how  agricultural  engineers  can 
best  co-operate  with  the  R.E.A.  pro¬ 


American  Society  of  Mechanical  Enci- 
neers  —  Annual  meeting,  New  York, 
N.  Y.,  November  30-December  4.  C.  E. 
Davies,  national  secretary,  29  West  39th 
Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

National  Exposition  of  Power  and  Me¬ 
chanical  Engineerlna  —  Grand  Central 
Palace,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  November  30- 
December  4. 

American  Society  of  Agricultural  Engi¬ 
neers — Winter  meeting.  Hotel  Stevens, 
Chicago,  Ill.,  November  30-December  4. 

Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Engineering 
Education — Fall  meeting.  Middle  Atlan¬ 
tic  section,  Columbia  University,  New 
York,  December  5.  A.  Dexter  Hinckley, 
assistant  to  the  Dean,  School  of  Engi¬ 
neering,  Columbia  University,  New 
York,  N.  Y. 

American  Engineering  Council  —  Annual 
meeting,  Mayflower  Hotel,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  January  14-16.  Frederick  M. 
Feiker,  executive  secretary,  744  Jackson 
Place,  Washington,  D.  C. 

American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engi¬ 
neers — Winter  convention.  New  York, 
N.  Y.,  January  25-29.  H.  H.  Henline, 
national  secretary,  33  West  39th  Street, 
New  York,  N.  Y. 


Seek  New  Lighting  for  Fair 

To  secure  new  lighting  effects  foi' 
the  World’s  Fair  of  1939,  a  series  of 
experiments  has  been  started,  both 
at  the  fair  grounds  in  New  York  City 
and  in  a  laboratory  in  the  Empire 
State  Building,  according  to  an  an¬ 
nouncement  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
Illuminating  Engineering  Society. 
Bassett  Jones,  electrical  engineering 
consultant  to  the  fair’s  board  of  design, 
added  that  a  model  was  being  con¬ 
structed  at  the  fair  grounds  for  testing 
purposes. 
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Output  Resumes  Its  Climb 
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With  the  largest  weekly  output  ever 
attained,  central  station  energy  produc¬ 
tion  during  the  week  ended  November 
21  broke  through  the  level  of  recent 
weeks  to  register  a  total  of  2,196,175,- 
000  kw.-hr.  This  was  12.4  per  cent 
more  than  a  year  ago  and  21  per  cent 
over  the  like  period  of  1929.  The  in¬ 
crease  over  the  preceding  week  was 
about  26,000,000  kw.-hr.  and  the  pre¬ 
vious  maximum,  in  the  week  of  Oc¬ 
tober  31,  was  surpassed  by  20,000,000 


kw.-hr.  Thus  the  output  curve,  after 
a  static  period  of  nine  weeks,  turned 
sharply  upward  in  its  seasonal  climb 
toward  the  mid-December  peak. 

The  largest  percentage  gain  over 
last  year  occurred  in  the  central  in- 

Weeklv  Output,  Millions  of  Kw.-Hr. 

1936  1935  1934 

Nov.  21.. 2, 196  Nov.  23.  .1,953  Nov.  24 . .  1 . 705 

Nov.  14.  .2,170  Nov.  16.  .1,939  Nov.  17. .  1 ,691 

Nov.  7.  .2,169  Nov.  9.  .1,914  Nov.  10.  .1,676 

Oct.  31. .2. 176  Nov.  2. .1,897  Nov.  3. .1,669 

Oct.  24.. 2, 167  Oct.  26  . 1,896  Oct.  27..  1,677 

Oct.  17.. 2, 170  Oct.  19.. 1,863  Oct.  20.. 1,668 

Oct.  10. 2, 168  Oct.  12..  1,867  Oct.  13..  1,657 


dustrial  area,  where  it  amounted  to 
14.6  per  cent.  In  this  region,  as  in 
the  Eastern  and  Pacific  states,  the  lead 
over  1935  was  larger  than  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  week. 

Per  Cent  Change  from  Previous  Year 

. - Week  ended - - 

Tlegion  Nov.  21  Nov.  14  Nov.  7 

New  England .  -1-10.0  -f  8.3  -f  9.9 

Middle  Atlantic .  -1-12.8  -1-11.6  -f  12  7 

Central  Industrial .  -i-I4.6  -1-13.8  -1-17.2 

WeetCentral .  -1-7  6  -1-8.3  -1-10.7 

Southern  States .  -1-14.3  -1-18.0  -1-17.2 

Rocky  Mountain .  -i-i2.3  -1-16.0  -1-19.3 

Pacific .  -1-  8.4  +  6.5  +  4.5 


United  States .  -1-12.4  -1-11.9  -1-13.4 


Northwest’s  Dry  Fall 
Draws  on  Standby 

The  driest  fall  in  many  years  in 
western  Oregon  and  Washington  has 
brought  about  the  lowest  water  in  the 
power  streams  since  the  drought  of 
1929  and  1930  and  is  forcing  the 
firing  up  of  little  used  steam  stand-by 
plants.  Portland  General  Electric 
Company,  Portland,  Ore.,  is  running 
station  “E”  having  10,000  kw.  capac¬ 
ity,  for  the  first  time  since  1930.  The 
company  is  also  planning  to  start  up 
a  2,000-kw.  steam  unit  at  Salem,  Ore., 
that  has  been  cold  since  1930.  North¬ 
western  Electric  Company  is  running 
its  3,000-kw.  unit  at  the  Pittock  sta¬ 
tion.  This  station  is  needed  primarily 


for  the  steam  heating  system  and  is 
normally  used  only  in  the  coldest  part 
of  the  winter  when  kilowatt-hours  are 
produced  as  a  by-product. 

Portland  General  Electric  Com¬ 
pany’s  generation  by  hydro  was  13 
per  cent  less  in  October  of  this  year 
than  in  October  of  1935  and  in  the 
first  ten  days  of  November,  in  which 
no  rain  fell,  hydro  generation  was 
down  50  per  cent.  Water  level  at  Lake 
Merwin  behind  Ariel  Dam  of  the 
Northwestern  Electric  Company  has 
been  drawn  down  65  ft.  to  the  lowest 
point  in  its  history,  and  is  within  5  ft. 
of  the  total  possible  draw-down.  The 
last  5  ft.,  containing  1,500,000  kw.-hr., 
is  saved  for  peaking  and  emergencies. 
Both  companies  will  have  the  biggest 
output  this  year  in  their  histories,  but 


reserves  and  stand-bys  will  be  ample 
to  meet  the  situation  regardless  of 
rainfall. 

The  experience  is  emphasizing  the 
need  for  adequate  stand-bys,  proving 
the  value  of  these  plants. 

• 

Anaconda  Wire  Begins 
Plant  Addition 

Anaconda  Wire  &  Cable  Company, 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  has  begun  founda¬ 
tions  for  a  new  addition  to  branch 
plant  at  Muskegon,  Mich.,  for  which 
the  general  contract  recently  was 
awarded  to  Strom  Construction  Com¬ 
pany,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  It  will  be 
one  story,  estimated  to  cost  close  to 
$50,000,  including  equipment. 
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OabrM  Moulin 

P  IT— Flown  from 
i'  to  Elexttbical 
this  picture 
•11  of  the  San 
.'akbiid  Bridge. 

'  iriniiid  are  the 
approaches  in  San 
’  At  extreme  left, 
■tunnel  through 
' ’"a  island,  to 
'1  and  continue 
■  Bar  cities. 


1 1 


LUMENS  ON  LION  AND 
UNICORN — Four  kilowatts 
of  floodlighting  illumine  the 
lion  and  the  unicorn  on 
Boston’s  famous  Old  State 
House.  Across  the  street 
are  two  1,500-watt  reflector 
units  for  the  building  and 
two  500-watt  lights  for  the 
tower. 


TELEVISION  CONTROL 
BOARD — Location,  Empire 
State  Building.  First  panel 
at  left  is  audio  rack  for 
every-day  sound  broadcast¬ 
ing.  The  third  panel,  with 
small  buttons,  controls  im¬ 
ages  shown  on  “Kinescope” 
(white  square)  and  oscillo¬ 
scope  (the  smaller  screen). 
Pictures  arrive  here  from 
studio  by  radio  link  (radio 
waves)  or  by  coaxial  cable. 
Scarcely  visible  is  the 
coaxial  cable,  located  above 
the  Kinescope  connected 
to  what  looks  like  an  or¬ 
dinary  telephone  plug. 


•<vj- 


Standard  Gas  &  Electric  Elects 
Two  New  Vice-Presidents 


loosa.  Professor  Miller  i^s  a  member 
of  the  American  Institute  of  Electri¬ 
cal  Engineers. 


Bernard  W.  Lynch,  president  of 
Standard  Gas  &  Electric  Company, 
has  announced  the  election  of  M.  A. 
Morrison  as  vice-president,  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  Albert  S.  Cummins  as  vice- 
president,  secretary  and  director  and 
the  election  of  General  Charles  Keller 
as  a  director  of  the  company. 

Mr.  Morrison,  who  for  a  number  of 
years  was  secretary  and  treasurer,  has 
resigned  from  the  office  of  secretary. 

Mr.  Cummins  has  been  associated 
with  H.  M.  Bylleshy  &  Company  and 
affiliated  companies  since  1914  and 
has  had  experience  in  many  phases  of 
public  utility  operation  and  finance. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  bond 
department  of  H.  M.  Byllesby  &  Com- 


M.  A.  Morrison 


pany  since  1919;  however,  he  has  re¬ 
signed  as  vice-president  and  director 
and  is  no  longer  associated  with  that 
company. 

General  Keller  has  been  special  as¬ 
sistant  to  the  vice-president  in  charge 


A.  S.  Cummins 


of  the  engineering  department  of  Pub¬ 
lic  Utility  Engineering  &  Service  Cor¬ 
poration  and  its  predecessor  company, 
Byllesby  Engineering  &  Management 
Corporation,  since  he  became  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  organization  in  1923. 
He  is  a  former  army  engineer  and  has 
wide  experience  in  public  utility  af¬ 
fairs. 

• 

►  Edmund  J.  Thimme  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  superintendent,  Passaic  dis¬ 
trict  electric  distribution  departm.nt 
of  the  Public  Service  Electric  &  Gas 
Company,  Newark,  N.  J.,  succeeding 
the  late  George  E.  Burke.  Mr.  Thimme 
has  been  connected  with  Public  Serv¬ 
ice  since  1923. 

►  W.  J.  Miller,  formerly  professor 
and  head  of  the  department  of  elec¬ 
trical  engineering.  University  of 
North  Carolina,  Chapel  Hill,  recently 
resigned  to  become  head  of  the  de¬ 
partment  of  electrical  engineering  at 
the  University  of  Alabama,  Tusca- 


A.  H.  Jaeger  Made  Manager 
of  Water  Heater  Sales 

August  H.  Jaeger,  widely  known  in 
the  electrical  industry,  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  manager  of  Hotpoint  water 
heater  sales,  it  is  announced  by  R.  W. 
Turnbull,  vice-president  and  general 
sales  manager  of  the  Edison  General 
Electric  Appliance  Company  of  Chi¬ 
cago. 

Shortly  after  the  formation  of  the 
Edison  General  Electric  &  Appliance 
Company,  in  1918,  Mr.  Jaeger  joined 
the  company  as  assistant  appliance 
sales  manager.  A  short  time  later  he 
became  manager  of  appliance  sales. 
He  resigned  to  accept  the  vice-presi¬ 
dency  of  the  Leonard  Refrigerator 
Company  in  charge  of  sales  and,  be¬ 


fore  returning  to  Hotpoint  two  years 
ago,  also  served  with  Electromaster 
and  the  National  Electric  Cookery 
Council. 

Mr.  Jaeger  is  a  past-president  of 
the  Chicago  Sales  Managers  Club  and 
during  his  long  career  in  the  electrical 
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industry  has  served  in  a  number  of 
industry  activities.  He  recently  was 
re-elected  chairman  of  the  water 
heater  section  of  the  National  Elec¬ 
trical  Manufacturers  Association. 


Col.  Kelly  Elected  Head 
of  Niagara  Utility 

Col.  William  Kelly  has  been  elected 
president  of  Niagara,  Lockport  &  On¬ 
tario  Power  Company  to  succeed  the 
late  Alex  D.  Robb.  Colonel  Kelly 


has  l)een  connected  with  the  Buffalo, 
Niagara  &  Eastern  Power  Corporation 
since  1926  and  has  been  president  for 
the  past  three  years.  Five  years  prior 
to  his  connection  with  the  electrical 
industry.  Colonel  Kelly  was  chief 
engineer  of  the  Federal  Power  Com¬ 
mission  and  was  associated  with  some 
of  the  greatest  water-power  problems 
of  the  country; 

Paul  A.  Schoellkopf  was  elected 
president  of  Niagara  Electric  Service 
Corporation  to  succeed  Mr.  Robb. 

• 

^F.  1).  Wyatt,  formerly  connected 
with  the  United  Light  &  Power  Engi¬ 
neering  &  Construction  Company, 
Davenport,  Iowa,  has  been  transferred 
to  the  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  oflfices  of 
that  company.  Mr.  Wyatt  has  been 
active  in  local  affairs  of  the  Iowa  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  A.  I.  E.  E. 

^Maurice  R.  Cowing,  assistant  man¬ 
ager  of  the  power  utilities  department 
of  the  Ohio  Brass  Company,  has  taken 
over  the  Chicago  sales  territory  for 
this  company  to  succeed  P.  L.  Warren, 
resigned.  This  territory  will  consist 
nf  Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  northern 
and  central  Illinois,  part  of  northern 
Indiana  and  lower  Michigan.  Prior 


to  joining  Ohio  Brass  in  1922  Mr. 
Cowing  had  been  connected  with  the 
Union  Switch  &  Signal  Company  and 
the  Bell  Laboratories.  His  many  con¬ 
tacts  with  power  companies  in  a  sales 
and  engineering  capacity  over  the  past 
ten  years  qualify  him  eminently  for 
his  new  position. 

►  Leland  D.  O’Connell,  who  has 
centered  much  of  his  active  business 
career  in  the  Southwest,  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  manager  of  the  Denver,  Colo., 
office  of  the  Westinghouse  Electric  & 
Manufacturing  Company.  Mr.  O’Con¬ 
nell  joined  Westinghouse  in  1919. 
After  service  in  the  Southwest  he  was 
brought  to  Westinghouse  headquarters 
in  1934  and  was  placed  in  charge  of 
air  conditioning  until  it  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  merchandising  division. 
As  the  recent  manager  of  welding 
activities  he  introduced  the  radically 
new  and  tremendously  successful 
Westinghouse  “cross-fields”  welder. 


F.  W.  Doolittle  to  Retire 

Frederick  W.  Doolittle,  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  North  American  Company 
since  1923  and  director  of  several  sub¬ 
sidiary  and  affiliated  companies,  will 
retire  from  executive  work  on  Decem¬ 
ber  1.  He  will  continue  as  a  director 
of  the  North  American  Company.  He 
is  planning  an  extended  trip  abroad 
to  study  developments  in  the  electric 
and  railroad  fields. 


Unierwooi  i  Underwood 

DR.  RENTSCHLER  RETURNS — 
Last  week  Dr.  Harvey  C.  Rent- 
schler,  director  of  research  of  the 
Westinghouse  Lamp  Company,  re¬ 
turned  to  this  country  aboard  the 
S.S.  Wathington  after  a  short  visit 
abroad.  While  in  Europe  Dr. 
Rentschler  made  an  inspection  tour 
of  various  lamp  factories 


W.  B.  Head,  Jr.,  Elected 
to  New  Utility  Position 

W.  B.  Head,  Jr.,  has  resigned  as 
president  of  the  Oklahoma  Power 
&  Water  Company,  Sand  Springs,  to 
accept  the  presidency  of  the  Missouri 


Light  &  Power  Company  with  central 
offices  at  Warrensburg.  Mr.  Head  has 
been  head  of  the  Sand  Springs  utility 
since  1933.  He  was  formerly  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  Dallas  Power  &  Light 
Company  and  the  Texas  Power  & 
Light  Company. 

R.  W.  McClure,  formerly  vice- 
president  of  the  Southwestern  Light  & 
Power  Company,  has  succeeded  Mr. 
Head  as  president  of  Oklahoma  Power 
&  Water  Company. 


►James  L.  Loomis,  president  of  the 
Connecticut  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company,  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  a 
trustee  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford  Railroad  Company,  has 
been  elected  a  director  of  the  Connec¬ 
ticut  Power  Company,  succeeding  the 
late  D.  Newton  Barney. 

►  Paul  D.  Corneusen,  formerly  as¬ 
sistant  to  the  general  sales  manager 
of  Curtis  Lighting,  Inc.,  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  sales  representative  in  the 
Michigan  territory  with  headquarters 
in  Detroit.  A  graduate  electrical  en¬ 
gineer  of  the  University  of  Illinois, 
with  fifteen  years  of  lighting  experi¬ 
ence  as  Curtis  representative  in  the  St. 
Louis  and  later  in  the  Indiana  sales 
territory  and  manager  of  the  Chicago 
sales  department,  Mr.  Cornelisen  is  a 
man  whose  outstanding  ability  and 
broad  lighting  experience  equip  him 
admirably  for  his  new  position. 
David  J.  Bowden,  formerly  of  Ashta¬ 
bula,  Ohio,  will  soon  join  Mr.  Cor¬ 
nelisen  in  the  Detroit  office. 
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A]VD  MARKETS 


Power  Exposition  to  Present 
Display  of  Engineering  Progi 


Allen-Bradley  Company,  Allen-Sherman- 
HoflF  Company,  Allis-Chalmers  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Company,  American  Blower  Corpora¬ 
tion,  American  Brass  Company,  American 
Bridge  Company,  American  District  Steam 
Company,  Automatic  Switch  Company. 
Appleton  Electric  Company. 

Babcock  &  Wilcox  Company,  E.  B. 
Badger  &  Sons  Company,  Bailey  Meter  Com¬ 
pany,  Benjamin  Electric  Manufacturing 
Company,  Bridgeport  Brass  Company, 
Bristol  Company,  Brown  Instrument  Com¬ 
pany,  Builders  Iron  Foundry  Company,  Bull 


Record-breaking  crowds  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  view  the  past  two  years  of 
progress  in  electrical  and  mechanical 
engineering  as  exemplified  by  262  ex¬ 
hibitors  at  the  Twelfth  National  Ex¬ 
position  of  Power  and  Mechanical 
Engineering,  which  opens  Monday  for 
a  week  at  Grand  Central  Palace,  New 
York,  at  a  most  propitious  time. 

Three  floors  of  power  plant  and  in¬ 
dustrial  machinery  will  be  shown, 
much  of  it.  it  is  said,  in  actual  opera¬ 
tion. 

Among  product  divisions  already 
organized,  with  equipment  displays 
and  technicians  available  to  supply 
information,  are  the  following:  Power 
transmission  (mechanical) ;  instru¬ 
ments;  piping  and  tool  equipment; 
electrical — which  includes  starters, 
controllers,  rectifiers,  regulators, 
motors;  complete  steam  plant  ap¬ 
paratus;  boilers  and  heaters;  refrac¬ 
tories  and  thermal  insulation;  fans 
and  blowers;  plant  accessories;  metals, 
and  specialties  such  as  compressors, 
conduit  systems,  trucks,  trailers,  hoists, 
trolleys,  sprays,  lubricants,  etc. 


Many  developments  in  widely 
used  products 

The  new  products  include  carbon 
pile  voltage  regulators,  direct-current 
arc  welders,  disk-brake  motors,  capaci¬ 
tors,  gearmotor,  air  breakers,  indus¬ 
trial  lighting  equipment,  combustion 
controls,  highly  accurate  flow  meters, 
CO2  recorders,  condenser  tubes  in  new 
materials. 

A  partial  list  of  the  manufacturers 
exhibiting  electrical  and  power  plant 
equipment  at  the  exposition  are: 


PREVIEW  1937  ADVERTISING  —  District  managers  of  Westinghousc 
Lamp  Company  preview  1937  advertising  displays  for  window  and  counter. 
Left  to  right  are  Fred  S.  Kinsey,  manager  Middle  Western  Division, 
Chicago;  W.  J.  Massey,  manager  Northeastern  Division,  New  York;  R.  W. 
Murphy,  manager  Pacific  Coast  Division,  San  Francisco;  B.  H.  Sullivan, 
manager  Southwestern  Division,  St.  Louis;  J.  F.  O’Brien,  manager  adver¬ 
tising  and  sales  promotion.  New  York;  F.  C.  Barrington,  manager  Eastern 
Central  Division,  Pittsburgh,  and  L.  S.  Paletou,  manager  Southern 

Division,  Atlanta. 
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National  Tube  Company,  New  Departure 
Manufacturing  Company,  Norma-Hoffman 
Bearings  Corporation. 

Pennutit  Company,  Philadelphia  Gear 
Workii.  Poole  Foundry  &  Machine  Com¬ 
pany. 

Republic  Flow  Meters  Company,  Revere 
Copper  &  Brass,  Inc.,  Rollway  Bearing 
Company,  Inc. 

SKF  Industries,  Inc.,  Scoville  Manufac¬ 
turing  Company,  Steel  &  Tubes,  Inc. 

C.  J.  Tagliabue  Manufacturing  Company, 
Taylor  Instrument  Company,  Texas  Com¬ 
pany,  Tide  Water  Oil  Company. 

United  States  Steel  Corporation  Sub¬ 
sidiaries,  U.S.L.  Battery  Corporation. 

The  Van  Dorn  Electric  Tool  Company, 
Henry  Vogt  Machine  Company. 

Walworth  Company,  Ward  Leonard  Elec¬ 
tric  Company,  Weston  Electrical  Instrument 
Corporation. 

Yale  &  Towne  Manufacturing  Company. 
Yarnall  Waring  Company,  Youngstown 
S  eet  &  Tube  Company. 


Another  Strip  Mill 
for  Bethlehem  Steel 

Bethlehem  Steel  Corporation  is  to 
s^end  $35,0(X).000  for  new  construc¬ 
tion  in  the  next  thirteen  to  fourteen 
months,  rounding  out  one  of  the  larg¬ 
est  industrial  construction  programs 
since  the  depression,  Eugene  A.  Grace, 
president,  has  announced. 

Major  part  of  the  $35,000,000  will 
be  used  to  build  a  continuous  strip 
mill  at  Sparrows  Point,  Md.,  with  a 
rapacity  of  600,000  tons  annually. 

Contracts  for  the  equipment  are  be¬ 
ing  negotiated  with  Mesta  Machine 
Company,  while  General  Electric  and 
Westinghouse  will  supply  electrical 
equipment,  said  Mr.  Grace. 

“The  primary  object  of  the  pro¬ 
gram,”  he  said,  “has  been  the  further 
diversification  of  our  business  by  pro¬ 
viding  additional  finishing  facilities 
for  the  production  of  lighter  steel 
products.  Our  favorable  experience 
with  the  Lackawanna  plant,  completed 
in  the  early  part  of  this  year,  fully 
justifies  our  going  forward  with  addi¬ 
tional  facilities  for  this  type  of  ma¬ 
terial.” 


New  York  Metal  Prices 


Not.  18,  1036  Nov.  24,1936 
Cent*  per  Cenu  per 
Pound  Pound 


Copper  eiectrolytio .  10.50* 

teed  Am.  S.  &  R.  price.  5  20 

Mtunonv .  12.25 

Nickel  im;ot .  35.00 

"“••pot .  5.425 

la  Straita .  51.625 

****niinuin,  90  per  cent. .  19 — 21 


*  Delj\  ered  Connecticut  Valley. 


10.50* 
5.2C 
12.25 
35  00 
5.425 
51.00 
19—21 


Field  Reports  on  Business 


Reports  received  from  the  field  by  Electrical  World  indicate 
that  business  activity  is  succeeding  in  holding  its  own.i.  Careful 
observers  are  looking  for  no  important  recession  for  at  least  two 
months.  Brighter  outlook  for  several  basic  industries,  together  with 
the  prospects  of  a  large  Christmas  trade  as  a  result  of  wage 
increases  and  bonuses,  are  responsible  for  the  prevailing  optimism. 


NEW  ENGLAND 

In  recent  orders  received,  as  well  as  in 
the  announcements  of  plans  which  include 
large  allotments  for  electrical  supplies,  is 
indicated  considerable  vigor  and  activity  in 
industry  and  a  widespread  confidence  that 
present  conditions  will  be  sustained  for 
some  time  to  come  in  New  England.  Motor 
sales  are  showing  no  signs  of  abatement. 
Quotations  are  being  asked  for  several  50- 
and  100-lip.  motors  for  pumping  and  com¬ 
pressor  purposes.  Recent  sales  of  industrial 
electric  heating  equipment  include  25-125- 
watt  heaters  for  air-conditioning  in  a  local 
factory,  an  installation  to  preserve  law 
books  against  deterioration  from  humidity 
and  a  novel  electric  heating  application  to 
maintain  proper  temperature  against  spoil¬ 
age  in  railroad  cars  held  on  industrial  sid¬ 
ings. 

Arc  welders  are  in  increasing  demand. 
Two  1.50-amp.  units  have  been  sold  to  east¬ 
ern  Massachusetts  sheet  metal  fabricators 
and  reports  are  current  that  a  shortage  in 
welding  rod  is  imminent. 

New,  improved  sound  systems  have  been 
installed  in  two  of  the  prominent  motion- 
picture  theaters  of  Boston;  the  Gamewell 
Company,  Newton,  Mass.,  has  received 
orders  amounting  to  $177,000  for  a  signal¬ 
ing  system  for  Sacramento,  Calif.  Since 
April  first  200  miles  of  rural  electric  lines 
have  been  completed  in  Vermont. 

Stone  &  Webster  Engineering  Corporation 
has  $11,000,000  worth  of  business  on  its 
books  and  expects  a  rush  in  public  utility 
construction  before  long.  Hygrade  Sylvania 
Corporation,  Salem,  Mass.,  has  increased  its 
employment  roll  in  its  new  radio  tube  fac¬ 
tory  to  1,200  workers.  Similar  steps  taken 
in  this  area  by  industries  are  suggestive  of  a 
strong  likelihood  of  unprecedented  buying 
of  electrical  appliances  during  the  coming 
month. 


CHICAGO 

Operations  in  industry  last  week  main¬ 
tained  the  steady  rate  which  has  been  held 
for  a  longer  period  than  any  time  since 
1929.  More  dividend  declarations  and  fur¬ 
ther  distributions  of  bonu.ses  and  wage  in¬ 
creases  authorized  bolstered  anticipations  of 
the  largest  Christmas  trade  in  history. 
While  sentiment  is  not  pessimistic,  there  is. 
however,  an  undercurrent  of  caution  noted 
in  some  quarters  as  to  the  continued  ac¬ 
celeration  of  the  recovery  movement.  There 
is  a  feeling  that  a  sharp  decline  will  be 
witnessed  soon.  Despite  the  mental  dis¬ 
tresses  which  some  are  experiencing,  how¬ 
ever,  all  the  signs  point  to  higher  crests. 
The  winter  may  be  one  of  normalcy  in  busi¬ 
ness  activity  and  seasonal  characteristics  of 
certain  lines  may  keep  the  index  of  trade 
well  below  the  peak  of  the  last  few  weeks, 
but,  as  the  spring  of  1937  approaches,  the 


opinion  advanced  is  that  a  revival  will  get 
under  way  and  the  predictions  are  for 
much  higher  levels  of  activity  than  have 
been  witnessed  in  the  recovery  to  date. 

This  feeling  of  optimism  prevails  in  vir¬ 
tually  all  the  phases  of  the  electrical  indus¬ 
try  in  this  territory.  Activity  continues 
forward  at  a  steady  pace  as  orders  show 
no  appreciable  let-up. 


NEW  YORK 

Reports  from  the  automotive  industry  in¬ 
dicate  that  prospects  never  ran  higher.  The 
Carnegie-Illinois  Steel  Corporation,  United 
States  Steel  subsidiary,  announced  this  week 
price  increases  ranging  from  $2  to  $4  a 
ton,  effective  December  1  on  all  sales  for 
shipment  during  the  first  quarter  of  1937. 

All  branches  of  the  textile  industry  are 
now  assured  of  high  operations  through  the 
first  weeks  of  1937.  Car  loading  last  week 
showed  an  increase  of  25,354  cars  over  the 
previous  week. 

The  boom  in  retail  trade  persists.  Con¬ 
sumer  purchasing  in  rural  areas  is  reported 
in  large  volume.  Sales  in  the  industrial 
areas  are  now  showing  large  gains  also. 


PACIFIC  COAST 

Marine  strike  is  apparently  deadlocked 
for  an  indefinite  duration,  with  an  estimated 
average  loss  of  $3,000,000  per  day  to  each 
major  coast  city,  and  arbitration  efforts  are 
concentrated  upon  frustrating  radical  efforts 
to  spread  it  to  wholesalers’  warehouses. 
Paralysis  of  the  lumber  industry  in  the 
northwest  and  of  holiday  food  products  in 
California  has  markedly  reacted  upon  new 
building  jobs  and  dealers'  stocks. 

Power  companies  are  buying  heavily  of 
crossarms,  copper  wire  and  hardware  for 
central  stocks,  with  few  specific  extensions 
in  view.  Electrical  machinery  is  active,  Los 
Angeles  having  ordered  four  G.E.  oil  circuit 
breakers,  230  kv.,  1,200  amp.,  three-pole 
rating,  value  $140,500,  and  sever;.!  Kelman 
breakers,  value  $39,370,  for  main  pumping 
plant  of  Colorado  River  aqueduct.  A 
3,500-kva.  turbine  equipment,  value  about 
$100,000,  has  been  sold  to  a  Stockton  press- 
board  plant  by  General  Electric.  Staple 
power  apparatus  items  of  motors  and  small 
extension  transformers  continue  their  march 
toward  a  record-breaking  non-seasonal  year. 

Railroad  business  is  good,  including 
signal  cable  and  equipment,  iron  telegraph 
wire,  air-conditioning  apparatus  and  cable 
in  preparation  for  new  Portland  to  Oakland 
and  San  Francisco  to  Los  Angeles  stream¬ 
line  trains,  with  a  consequent  increased 
minimum  of  3,000  ft.  from  stations  of  warn¬ 
ing  signals  because  of  increased  speed, 
necessitating  much  rebuilding  and  re¬ 
equipping. 
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Utility  Stocks  Advance  Slightly 
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Electric  light  and  power  stocks  showed  some  strength  this  week  and 
moderate  gains  were  shown  in  the  list.  ^‘Electrical  World”  index,  37.9; 

last  week,  37.1 


$48,000,000  Utility 
Issue;  New  Filings 

Montana  Power  Company  made  an 
offering  this  week  to  the  public  of 
first  and  refunding  mortgage  bonds, 
3  3-4  per  cent  series  due  1966,  a  piece 
of  financing  involving  $48,000,000. 
The  bonds  were  priced  at  101  and  ac¬ 
crued  interest.  Proceeds  from  the 
sale  will  be  used  to  refund  outstand¬ 
ing  debt  and  to  provide  additional 
working  capital. 

The  Federal  Power  Commission  has 
authorized  the  Florida  Power  Cor¬ 
poration  to  issue  $10,000,000  of  30- 
year,  4  per  cent  first  mortgage  bonds 
and  $2,500,000  of  ten-year,  5  per  cent 
debentures.  The  authorization  was  in 
the  form  of  approval  of  a  modifica¬ 
tion  of  a  previously  approved  appli¬ 
cation  in  which  the  company  sought 
to  issue  $12,000,000  of  40-year,  4  1-2 
per  cent  first  mortgage  bonds. 

Kansas  Electric  Power  Company 
has  filed  with  S.  E.  C.  a  registration 
statement  covering  an  issue  of  $5,- 
000,000  of  first  mortgage  bonds,  series 
A,  due  December  1,  1966.  Proceeds 
will  be  used  to  redeem  outstanding 
bonds. 

Consolidated  Gas,  Electric  Light  & 
Power  Company  of  Baltimore  has 
filed  with  the  S.E.C.  a  registration 
statement  covering  $23,000,000  of 
series  N  3^  per  cent  first  refunding 
mortgage  sinking  fund  bonds  due  De¬ 
cember  1,  1971.  Principal  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  proceeds  will  be  toward 
effecting  the  retirement  of  the  first 
refunding  mortgage  bonds,  4  per  cent 
series,  due  1981,  to  be  called  on  or 


about  December  8,  1936,  for  redemp¬ 
tion  on  or  about  February  6,  1937. 

Consumers  Power  Company,  a  Com¬ 
monwealth  &  Southern  subsidiary,  has 
been  authorized  by  the  Michigan  Pub¬ 
lic  Utilities  Commission  to  call  in  its 
$70,682,823  of  preferred  stocks  and 
to  sell  a  new  issue  of  $75,000,000  of 
$4.50  dividend  no-par  preferred  stock. 
The  change  is  calculated  to  result  in 
an  annual  saving  of  aprpoximately 
$850,000. 

• 

Vermont  Merger  Approved 

Announcement  has  been  made  by 
the  Federal  Power  Commission  of  an 
application  for  merger  as  of  Decem¬ 
ber  31  of  the  facilities  of  the  Stam¬ 
ford  Light,  Heat  &  Power  Company, 
representing  assets  of  $23,375,  with 
the  facilities  of  the  Green  Mountain 
Power  Corporation,  representing  as¬ 
sets  of  $21,224,848.  The  merger  was 
recommended  by  the  Vermont  Public 
Service  Commission. 


Bids  Up  to  $9,000,000 
in  Jersey  Utility  Battle 

Valuation  of  the  two-thirds  con¬ 
trolling  interest  in  the  Jersey  Central 
Power  &  Light  Company  went  up  an¬ 
other  $1,000,000  last  week  to  $9,000,- 
000  as  a  result  of  an  offer  by  Associ¬ 
ated  Gas  &  Electric  interests  to  buy 
in  National  Public  Service  debentures 
for  a  stated  period  at  45  per  cent  of 
par. 

This  offer  follows  one  by  the  Public 
Service  Corporation  of  New  Jersey  to 
bid  $8,000,000  for  the  entire  two- 


thirds  Jersey  Central  interest  at  public 
sale.  The  opening  bid  of  the  Public 
Service  interests  was  $5,000,000,  which 
was  countered  by  an  Associated  re¬ 
organization  plan,  since  disallowed  by 
the  federal  court  and  now  the  object 
of  an  appeal  to  the  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals. 

Associated  Units’ 
Merger  Approved 

Approval  of  the  joint  application  of 
the  Metropolitan  Edison  Company 
and  the  Northern  Pennsylvania  Power 
Company  for  a  merger  of  the  latter 
with  the  former  has  been  approved  by 
the  Federal  Power  Commission.  Both 
companies  are  wholly  controlled  sub¬ 
sidiaries  of  the  NY  PA  NJ  Utilities 
Company,  a  member  of  the  Associated 
Gas  &  Electric  System. 

Under  the  plan  no  payment  of 
cash  or  its  equivalent  by  Metropolitan 
Edison  Company  to  Northern  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Power  Company  is  involved  and 
Metropolitan  Edison  Company  will 
enter  into  agreement  with  the  Northern 
Pennsylvania  company  under  which 
it  will  acquire  the  assets  and  assume 
the  liabilities  of  the  Northern  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  company  at  their  net  worth  after 
the  Northern  Pennsylvania  company 
has  written  off  the  increase  in  value 
of  fixed  capital  due  to  appraisals,  and 
Metropolitan  Edison  Company  will  set 
up  the  net  asset  value  as  capital  sur¬ 
plus  or  transfer  it  to  the  stated  value 
of  its  stock.  Metropolitan  Edison  has 
assets  of  approximately  $115,000,000 
and  Northern  Pennsylvania  Power 
assets  of  $8,500,000. 

The  commission  denied  the  applica¬ 
tion  last  September,  basing  its  denial 
upon  the  method  of  consummating  the 
transaction.  The  companies  filed  a 
petition  for  rehearing  and  followed  it 
with  supplemental  statements  and  ex¬ 
hibits  outlining  new  plans  for  the 
merger. 

Cuts  Bank  Loans 

C.  E.  Calder,  President  of  Ameri¬ 
can  &  Foreign  Power  Company,  Inc., 
announced  that  the  notes  payable  of 
the  company  due  October  26,  1938, 
held  by  a  group  of  banks  and  Elec¬ 
tric  Bond  &  Share  Company  were 
reduced  on  November  9,  1936,  by  a 
payment  of  $4,000,000.  With  the 
payments  just  made,  these  loans, 
which  .were  originally  for  $50,01  *<>,000, 
have  now  been  reduced  to  $33,5(>'1,000. 
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TECHNICAL  BULLETINS 


Two-Filament  Lamp  —  The  Double-Life 
Lamp,  a  product  of  the  Double-Life  Lamp 
Company  of  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  may  look  like 
an  ordinary  lamp,  but  it  acts  dififerent,  for 
it  carries  a  spare  filament.  When  the  cur¬ 
rent  is  first  turned  on  it  flows  through  both 
lilaments.  However,  as  the  switch,  a  ther¬ 
mostatic  strip,  is  heated  by  the  first  filament 
—to  which  it  is  permanently  connected — it 
moves  away  from  the  second  filament,  and 
only  one  filament  remains  lit.  When  the 
first  filament  burns  out  the  switch  is  free 
to  move  back  into  contact  with  the  second 
lament,  •  through  which  the  current  then 
flows. 

Air  Conditioner  —  New  air-conditioning 
units,  designed  for  use  in  stores,  offices  and 
shops,  contain  within  the  one  unit,  of  3  hp. 
capacity,  all  the  mechanism  necessary  to 
cool,  clean,  dehumidify  and  circulate  some 
1.200  cu.ft.  Der  minute,  says  their  maker, 
Airtemo,  Inc.,  of  New  York,  N.  Y.  Over¬ 
head  distribution  of  the  conditioned  air  is 
provided  by  a  diffusion  grille  near  the  top 
of  the  unit.  New  reciprocating  type  radial 
compressor,  so  designed  that  it  can  be  in¬ 
cased  in  the  base  of  the  cabinet,  makes  for 
compactness  of  the  unit,  which  is  6  ft.  3  in. 
high  and  covers  a  floor  space  of  20x33  in. 

Electrocells  —  Self-generating  dry-disk 
type  photo-electric  elements  are  said  to  cre¬ 
ate  up  to  0.6  volt  and  to  deliver  480  micro¬ 
amperes  per  lumen,  sufficient,  it  is  claimed, 
to  operate  directly  connected  mechanical 
relays.  Their  operation  is  based  on  the 
principle  that  a  potential  is  created  between 
a  semi-conductor  and  a  conductor  if  one  is 
deposited  in  a  layer  thin  enough  for  light 
to  penetrate  and  to  strike  the  boundary 
plane.  The  active  element  has  the  form  of 
a  plain  coin-like  metal  disk,  consists  of  a 
layer  of  a  selenium  compound  (semi -con¬ 
ductive),  deposited  on  an  iron  disk  and 
overlaid  by  two  transparent  metallic  films 
(conductive).  The  cells  may  be  secured 
either  mounted  in  a  bakelite  casing  or  un¬ 
mounted,  in  round  or  rectangular  shapes, 
and  in  a  variety  of  sizes,  from  Dr.  F. 
Loewenbcrg,  New  York,  N,  Y. 

Insect  Stoppers — A  lot  of  mud  daubers 
Md  other  insects  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  United  States  are  going  to  be  made 
unhappy  when  they  find  out  that  the  W.  N. 
Matthews  Corporation,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  has 
designed  Insect  Stoppers  to  keep  them  out 
of  expulsion  type  fused  switches  and  cut- 
outs.  1  lie  stoppers  are  cork-shaped,  lead 
affairs  and  are  threaded  over  the  tail  of  the 
•use  link  after  it  has  been  inserted  in  the 
fuse-holder  tube.  The  head  of  the  stopper 
IS  held  tightly  against  the  bottom  of  the 
tube  and  the  neck  is  squeezed  tightly  against 
the  tail  of  the  link. 

Door  I  . HIMES — A  new  note  is  sounded  in 
®)ur  chillies.  It’s  a  single,  mellow  musical 
“ote  and  is  produced  by  the  chime  bar  and 
resonator  of  the  “Electro”  door  chime  that 


Schwarze  Edectric  Company  of  Adrian, 
Mich.,  has  designed.  Constructed  so  as  to 
occupy  practically  the  same  space  as  the 
doorbell  it  replaces,  it  can  be  installed  as 
easily  as  the  wires  can  be  disconnected 
from  the  doorbell  and  connected  to  the 
chime,  says  the  company.  And  it  operates 
from  a  transformer  or  from  dry  cells. 

Floodlight — The  “Lunar”  floodlight,  for 
use  with  a  200-watt  lamp,  “has  everything 
a  modern  combination  exterior-interior  flood¬ 
light  should  have,”  according  to  its  manu¬ 
facturer,  Curtis  Lighting,  Inc.,  Chicago,  Ill. 
“Everything”  includes  standard  equipment 
and  accessories,  spike  or  round  base,  cad¬ 
mium-plated  heavy-gage  steel  base  and  yoke, 
adjustable  reflector  head  and  polished 
“Lunax”  aluminum  reflector  surface,  said  to 
have  a  very  high  reflection  factor.  It  is  just 
1  ft.  high. 

Automatic  Space  Heater  —  Originally 
intended  for  installation  in  valve  houses  to 
prevent  the  freeze-ups  in  the  controlling 
valve  of  a  dry  pipe  sprinkler  system,  new 
automatic  electric  space  heaters  may  be 
used  in  other  industrial  heating  applications. 
Made  by  the  Rockwood  Sprinkler  Company 
of  Worcester,  Mass.,  the  standard  model  is 
rated  at  500  watts,  110  volts  a.c.  or  d.c.; 
special  models  may  be  secured  for  opera¬ 
tion  on  220  or  400  volts  a.c.  or  d.c.  It  con¬ 
sists  of  a  heating  element,  control  thermo¬ 
stat,  thermometer  pilot  light  and  a  3-in. 
outlet  box  mounted  on  a  steel  frame.  Heat¬ 
ing  element  is  protected  by  a  pressed  metal 
guard  and  the  entire  unit  is  carefully  insu¬ 
lated. 


Distribution  Fuse  Cutouts  —  Bulletin 
215-A  of  Schweitzer  &  (Honrad  Inc.,  (Tiicago, 
111.,  contains  complete  descriptions  and  illus¬ 
trations  of  open  and  closed  distribution  fuse 
cutouts,  “Positect”  ejector  type  cutouts  and 
reclosecs  for  rural  distribution  lines.  De¬ 
scriptions  of  and  rating  tables  for  fuse  links 
for  these  cutouts  are  given. 

Underground  Cable  Connector  —  The 
Burndy  Mole,  an  insulated  multiple  tap  for 
underground  distribution  connections,  is 
discussed  in  a  catalog  issued  by  the  Burndy 
Engineering  Company,  Inc.,  305  East  45th 
Street,  New  York,  N.Y.  Complete  instruc¬ 
tions  are  given  for  insulating  joints  made 
with  this  connector  and  methods  of  support 
are  pictured  and  described.  Ratings,  dimen¬ 
sions  and  weights  are  listed  and  the  com¬ 
pany’s  complete  line  of  connectors  for 
various  installations  are  pictured. 

Color  Lighting  Control — Thyratron- 
reactor  lighting  control,  particularly  as  used 
to  control  color  lighting  in  restaurants, 
night  clubs,  theaters,  is  discussed  in  bulle¬ 
tin  CEA-2342,  issued  by  the  General  Elec¬ 
tric  Company,  Schenectady,  N.  Y.  Both 
manual  and  mobile  controllers  are  pictured 
and  described,  and  schematic  wiring  dia¬ 
grams  illustrate  operation.  A  comparison 
of  this  system  with  the  resistance  dimming 
system  is  also  given  in  the  8-page  booklet. 

Welded  Piping — This  booklet  illustrates 
the  application  of  arc  welding  to  all  kinds 
of  piping.  Photographs  of  welded  pipe  jobs 
for  high-  and  low-pressure  steam,  water  and 
gas,  and  statements  of  welding  advantages, 
ease  of  insulation  and  installation  make  up 
this  publication  of  the  Lincoln  Electric  Com¬ 
pany,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


Seml-Fortable  Air  Conditioner 
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Commission  Quits 
Rural  Committee 


Announcement  was  made  last  week 
that  the  Pennsylvania  Public  Service 
Commission  had  withdrawn  from  the 
Pennsylvania  Joint  Committee  on 
Rural  Electrification.  This  action  was 
taken  in  compliance  with  the  request 
of  Governor  Earle  made  about  two 
months  ago  when  he  charged  the  joint 
committee  “has  been  run  in  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  private  power  companies.” 

The  commission  statement  said  in 
part:  “The  commission,  in  divorcing 
itself  from  participation  in  the  meet¬ 
ings  of  the  committee,  is  not  reflecting 
upon  the  work  of  the  committee  in  the 
past.  All  applications  for  rural  serv¬ 
ice,  or  complaints  against  such  service 
or  rates,  are  now  investigated  solely 
by  the  commission,  and  final  deter¬ 
mination  of  such  questions  are  and 
will  be  made  solely  by  it.  The  com¬ 
mission  will  continue  to  co-operate 
with  any  rural  group  or  individual 
interested  in  the  extension  of  rural 
electrification,  or  in  better  service  and 
lower  rates.  It  welcomes  now  and 
will  always  welcome  advice  or  sug¬ 
gestions  from  the  representatives  of 
any  farm  group  or  any  individual  liv¬ 
ing  in  rural  territory  whether  or  not 
they  happen  to  be  representatives  of 
the  farm  group  on  the  joint  com¬ 
mittee.” 


OPPORTUNITIES 


SIOUX  CITY,  IOWA — Iowa  Public  Serv-  story  addition  to  paint  and  varnish  factory 

ice  Company,  Sioux  City,  plans  extensions  at  Dayton.  Cost  close  to  $100,000.  E.  C. 

in  transmission  lines  in  parts  of  Floyd  and  Landberg,  114  Garbeld  Place,  Cincinnati,  is 
Black  Hawk  Counties,  with  secondary  lines  architect, 
and  service  facilities  for  rural  electrification.  AivTcrirT  r» 

Application  has  been  made  for  permission.  “P**"*!' 

Electric  Co-Operative,  Inc.,  Mansfield,  re- 
KANSAS  CITY,  KAN.  —  City  Council,  cently  chartered,  plans  transmission  and 
City  Hall,  Howard  Payne,  clerk,  receives  distributing  lines  for  rural  electrification  in 

bids  until  December  1  for  50  electric  motors  parts  of  Tarrant  County,  totaling  about  250 

and  controls,  conveyors,  dust-collecting  sys-  miles,  with  power  substation  and  service 
tern  and  other  equipment  for  municipal  facilities.  Fund  of  $285,000  has  been  se- 

grain  elevator  unit  on  Missouri  River  Levee.  cured  through  federal  aid  and  work  will 
Entire  project  will  cost  close  to  $390,000.  begin  at  early  date. 

Horner  &  Wyatt,  Board  of  Trade  Building,  -.r  r  r-  . 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  Walter  F.  Schulz,  BROOKLYN,  N.  Y^Bureau  of  Supplies 

Shrine  Building,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  are  Accounts,  Navy  Departnient,  bashing- 

associated  consulting  engineers.  receives  bids  until  December  1 

for  quantity  of  electric  cable  for  Brooklyn 
LAKE  CITY,  COLO. — Townsend  Lead-  Navy  Yard  (Schedule  9326)  ;  until  Decern- 

Zinc  Company,  Lake  City,  H.  L.  Townsend,  ber  4  for  seven  motor-driven  air  compressors 

president,  is  considering  construction  of  and  spare  parts  for  Brooklyn.  Philadelphia 

hydro-electric  generating  plant  on  Lake  San  and  Norfolk  Navy  Yards  (Schedule  9360). 

Cristobal,  with  construction  of  power  dam, 

70  ft.  high,  generating  station  and  trans-  HARRINGTON,  NEB. — Interstate  Power 

mission  line  to  mining  properties,  where  Company  of  Nebraska,  Dubuque,  Iowa, 

power  substation  will  be  located.  Cost  over  plans  extensions  in  transmission  line  to 

$250,000.  Harrington,  with  installation  of  local  elec¬ 

trical  distribution  system  for  commercial 
CHICAGO,  ILL. — Vulcan  Stamping  &  service,  including  power  substation.  Pro- 

Manufacturing  Company,  4036  West  Lake  posed  to  begin  work  early  in  January. 
Street,  plans  installation  of  motors  and 

controls,  conveyors  and  other  equipment  in  CHEHALIS,  WASH. — Puget  Sound  Pow- 
one-story  addiion  to  metal  stamping  plant.  er  &  Light  Company,  Seattle,  Wash.,  is  con- 

Cost  about  $100,000.  sidering  construction  of  outdoor  power 

substation  at  Chehalis,  where  site  has  been 
NILES,  OHIO — Plans  extensions  and  im-  selected  on  Williams  Street,  initial  capacity 
provements  in  municipal  electrical  distribu-  of  about  2,500  kva. 
ting  system,  including  extensions  in  lines  for 

rural  electrification  in  certain  parts  of  BAY  CITY,  MICH. — Has  plans  under  way 

Trumbull  County.  A  new  5,625-kva.,  full  for  proposed  municipal  electric  light  and 

automatic  outdoor  power  substation  will  be  power  plant,  and  electrical  distributing 

built  on  Water  Street.  Cost  $176,400.  lines.  Cost  about  $250,000.  Proposed  to  a* 

bids  in  near  future.  Ayres,  Lewis,  Norria 
BUFFALO,  MINN.— Wright  County  Elec-  &  May,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich,  are  consulting 

trie  Co-Operative,  Inc.,  Buffalo,  recently  engineers, 

organized,  has  plans  maturing  and  will  take 

bids  soon  for  primary  and  secondary  lines  ATLANTA,  GA. — International  Harverter 
for  rural  electrification  in  parts  of  Wright  Company,  606  South  Michigan  Avenue,  (jii- 

County,  totaling  about  100  miles,  with  power  cago.  Ill.,  Motor  Truck  Division,  plans 

substation  and  service  facilities.  Cost  about  installation  of  motors  and  controls,  con- 

$100,000.  Financing  has  been  arranged  veyors,  electric  hoists  and  other  equipment 

through  federal  aid.  Wendell  W.  Cutcliffe,  in  addition  to  factory  branch  and  service 

739  Johnson  Street,  N.E.,  Minneapolis,  works  at  Atlanta.  Cost  close  to  $100,000. 

Minn.,  consulting  engineer  for  Federated  /--r  u  ii»J  • 

Electric  Co-Operative,  Inc.,  is  engineer  in  PORT  CLINTON,  OHIO  Has  ca 

special  election  on  rebruary  2,  190^  w 
approve  project  for  a  municipal  elects 
NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. — Superintendent  of  power  plant  and  distributing  system,  with 

Lighthouses,  Lighthouse  Bureau,  St.  George,  bond  issue  for  construction.  Estimates  of 

Staten  Island,  receives  bids  until  December  cost  are  being  made. 

3  for  eight  lighthouse  service  type  radio  n  ,  • 

mast  antennae,  no  less  than  125  ft.  high.  MONROE,  GA. — Walton  County  Llecn- 
complele  with  radio  frequency  insulators  Association,  Monroe,  W.  1.  Barrett,  s« 

and  accessories,  mast  itself  to  serve  as  a  retary,  receives  bids  until  Deceinber  o 

radio  antenna  (Proposal  52603)  ;  until  De-  constructing  primary  and  secondary  lin« 

cember  10  for  240  electric  motor-driven  for  rural  electrification  in  parts  of  Waiwn 

flasher  mechanisms,  to  control  flash  and  Morgan  Counties,  including  aliout  wi 

eclipse  charactertistics  of  lights  on  beacons  miles  of  6,300-volt  single-phase  primary  mw 
or  buoys.  ,  miles  of  two  and  three-wire  se^n- 

dary  system,  with  service  facilities.  CoM 
DAYTON,  KY. — Perry  &  Derrick  Com-  over  $100,000.  Financing  has  been  arrangw 

pany,  908  Central  Avenue,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  through  federal  aid.  J.  B.  McCrary  Engi- 

plans  installation  of  motors  and  controls,  neering  Corporation,  Atlanta,  Ca., 

conveyors  and  other  equipment  in  multi-  consulting  engineer. 


New  Members  Sit 
on  Georgia  Board 

Three  new  members  of  the  five-man 
Georgia  Public  Service  Commission 
took  their  seats  last  week.  The  new 
members,  James  A.  Perry,  Perry  T. 
Knight  and  M.  L.  McWhorter,  were 
sworn  in  by  Governor  Talmadge.  Mr. 
Perry  was  chairman  of  the  commis¬ 
sion  and  Mr.  Knight  vice-chairman 
when  Governor  Talmadge  suspended 
all  five  members  in  1933,  after  a 
three-week  hearing  on  the  grounds  the 
commission  was  permitting  “oppres¬ 
sive  utility  rates.” 

The  three  were  elected  to  office  on 
November  3.  The  two  remaining 
members  are  J.  P.  Wilhoit,  chairman, 
who  was  appointed  by  Governor  Tal¬ 
madge  at  the  time  of  the  1933  ouster 
and  who  has  since  been  elected  to  the 
commission,  and  Walter  C.  McDonald, 
one  of  the  five  ousted  members  who 
was  reseated  by  the  voters. 
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